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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration of application 09/414,731 filed on October 24, 2007. 

The amendment contains amended claims: 1-2, 12, 14, 16, 18, 21, 23-24 
The amendment contains original claims: 3-6, 8-11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 22, 25, 27 
Claims 7, 20 and 26 have been canceled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney for Applicants William Cook on November 21 , 2007. 

Independent claim 22 is amended as follows: 
A database for storing bill related information, comprising: 
identifiers of a plurality of available bills of **Q[the] ** biller for a plurality of 
different users; **[^nd]** 
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** an association indicator indicating a relationship between a user of the 
plurality of different users and information to be available with a bill of the 
plurality of available bills, wherein the bill is for the user :** 

a network location indicator associated with * *the information to be available 
with the bill [one or mor e of th e plurality of av a il a bl e bills] ** and indicating that a 
network location at which **the** information * *to be available with the bill 
[associated with the one or more bills] ** is available is different than a network 
location at which Information associated with **an**other of the plurality of available bills 
Is available. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-6, 8-19, 21-25 and 27 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
fails to teach or suggest the limitations of the independent claims. The prior art does 
not disclose a first network address associated with one of a plurality of billers for 
access based on a first user's bill selection and a second network address associated 
with the biller for access based on a second user's bill selection; wherein an indicator 
associates a first user with information to be presented to the first user, and in response 
to a first request by a first user, determine the information to be presented with the first 
bill based on the indicator associated with the first user and transmit the information with 
the first bill. 
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Independent claim 1 discloses a network for electronically presenting bill related 
information comprising a central network station to transmit bill availability infomnation 
for different billers for different users, where information associated with each of the bills 
is available at a first network address associated with the respective biller and a second 
network address associated with the respective biller; a plurality of user stations to 
receive transmitted bill availability information for its user and to select the identified 
bills; wherein the central network station is configured to (1 ) associate a first user of the 
plurality of different users with infonnation to be presented with a first bill, wherein an 
indicator of the association is stored, and (2) in response to a first request received from 
the first user, determine the information to be presented with the first bill based on the 
indicator associated with the first user, and (3) transmit the information to be presented 
with the first bill to the first user, and where a first user station is linked to the first 
network address associated with a first of different billers based on a first bill selection; 
and a second user station associated with a second user is linked to the second 
network address associated with the first biller based on a second bill selection by the 
second user. 

Independent claim 12 discloses a method of electronically distributing bill related 
information comprising the steps of centrally receiving initial requests for bills of different 
billers for different users; transmitting bill availability information responsive to a 
received initial request, identifying bills of different billers for the different users, 
including a first bill of a first biller for a first user and a second bill of the first biller for a 
second user; associating the first user of the plurality of different users with infonnation 
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to be available with the first bill and storing an indicator of the association; receiving a 
request relating to the identified first of the first biller at a first network address and a 
second request relating to the identified second bill of the first biller at a second network 
address, different than the first network address; in response to the first request, 
determining the information to be available with the first bill based on the indicator 
associated with the first user; and transmitting information to be available with the first 
bill from the first network address responsive to receipt of a request and infomnation 
associated with the second bill from the second network address responsive to the 
receipt of a second request. 

Independent claim 18 discloses a system for electronically distributing bill related 
information comprising a memory configured to store identifiers of available bills of 
different billers for different users, and network address at which information associated 
with the identified bills is available, including a first bill identifier which identifies a first of 
the available bills of a first of the billers for a first of the users and a second bill identifier 
which identifies a second of the available bills of the first biller for a second user; and a 
processor configured to (1 ) associate a first user of the plurality of different users with 
information to be presented with a first bill, wherein an indicator of the association is 
stored, and (2) in response to a first request received from the first user, determine the 
. infomriation to be presented with the first bill based on the indicator associated with the 
first user, and (3) direct the transmission of the stored first bill identifier and the 
infomiation to be presented with the first bill to the first user with a first network address, 
and the transmission of the stored second bill identifier to the second user with a 
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second network address, the first network address being different than the second 
network address; wherein information associated with the first bill is available at the first 
network address and the information associated with the second bill is available at the 
second network address. 

Independent claim 22 discloses a database for storing bill related information 
comprising identifiers of a plurality of available bills of a biller for a plurality of different 
users; an association indicator indicating a relationship between a user of the plurality of 
different users and information to be available with a bill of the plurality of available bills 
wherein the bill is for the user; and a network location indicator associated with the 
information to be available with the bill and indicating that a network location at which 
the information to be available with the bill is available is different than a network 
location at which information associated with another of the plurality of available bills is 
available. 

Independent claim 23 discloses an article of manufacture for electronically 
transmitting bill related information, comprising a computer readable storage medium; 
and computer programming stored on the medium and configured to be readable from 
the medium by a computer processor and cause the processor to operate so as to 
direct transmissions of identifiers of available bills of different billers for different users, 
including a first of the bill identifiers which identifies a first of the available bills of a first 
of the different billers for a first of different users and a second of the bill identifiers 
which identifies a second of the available bills of the first biller for a second of the users; 
associate the first user with information to be presented with the first available bill, 
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wherein an indicator of the association is stored; in response to a first request received 
from the first user, determine the infonnation to be presented with the first available bill 
based on the indicator associated with the first user, and direct transmission of different 
network addresses at which infonnation associated with the identified available bills is 
available, including a first of the network addresses at which information to be 
presented with the first available bill is available to the first user, and a second of the 
network addresses, different than the first network address, at which information 
associated with the second available bill is available to the second user. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can nonnally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached at 571-272-6702. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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